
Somersfield Academy Update 
 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

Thank you for your ongoing patience and understanding, as we work to ensure the health 

and safety of our families and staff during this very dynamic and turbulent time. 

 

Things are moving and changing rapidly, with significant developments happening by the 

hour. 

 

Please note that the team of Heads/Principals of Private Schools met over the weekend and 

agreed on a common course of action to support our students, teachers and our families. 

Unfortunately, emergent individual circumstances at some other schools on the island have 

accelerated the need for transition of those schools to a virtual learning environment. As 

such, Somersfield Academy continues to cooperate, collaborate with and actively consider 

the advice of the Bermuda Government’s Department of Health with respect to school 

closure in support of the national strategy and the advice of the Centre for Disease Control 

(CDC) on the timing and appropriateness of school closures 

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/considerations-for-school-

closure.pdf).  

 

As of this evening, it is important to note that there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 

on the island. Of particular note is that we are not aware of any Somersfield students or staff 

who have required COVID-19 screening at this time. As such, following CDC guidelines, 

we believe that a closure or immediate transition of Somersfield to virtual learning is not yet 

required in order to adequately protect the health and welfare of our students and teachers 

alike. 

 

Notwithstanding this, we also respect and accept the fact that many parents will prefer not 

to send their children to school, out of an abundance of caution, in particular given the 

decisions at other schools and the fact that a number of large employers on the island are 

recommending their employees work from home for the time being. As such, the school 

will work to support these families, as well as the families of students who are quarantined 

(for example as a result of a family member returning to the island from overseas), to 

ensure continuity of learning. If you are choosing to keep your children at home, please 

notify their home room teacher, both of this fact and whether it is precautionary or in 

response to an actual illness that your child is experiencing.  

 

As such, please be advised of the following continuity strategy that we have adopted: 

 

1. The Spring break has been brought forward and will now commence this Friday, 

March 20th.  The health and welfare of our students and staff is paramount, and we 

recognize that there is currently much stakeholder anxiety. Moving the break 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/considerations-for-school-closure.pdf
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forward will provide an opportunity for families and our staff to restore, replenish 

and prepare for potential longer term virtual learning environments.    

2. This week, we will continue to prepare for continuity of instruction by continuing 

the training of our teachers and students in delivering and receiving remote 

instruction, in the event that the transition of the school to a virtual learning 

environment after the break becomes necessary. Please be assured that our teachers, 

at all levels, are diligently and thoughtfully preparing remote lessons that will 

effectively engage our students and deliver the quality of instruction you have come 

to expect of our Montessori and I.B. programs. We ask families to help prepare for 

the possibility of remote learning by ensuring that you have home access to a device 

(i.e. laptop or desktop computer, tablet or other mobile device) and internet service. 

If this does become necessary, detailed communications about the approach to 

virtual learning will be shared with students and parents.  

3. In compliance with the Government’s directive on social distancing, we will be 

avoiding large gatherings and have cancelled or postponed the following school 

events:  Parent classroom observations, divisional assemblies, the special visit by 

Scott Graham, the Sports Days, the Montessori Musical, holiday camps, and the PTA 

Social event.  

4. We will not entertain campus visits from alumni/former students who are returning 

from overseas study or other non-essential visitations, until further notice.  This does 

not apply to parent volunteers and regularly scheduled student support personnel.  

5. With immediate effect, and consistent with the Bermuda Government’s advisory 

regarding mandatory self-quarantine, all students who are exposed to a household 

member who has recently returned from overseas travel should not attend school 

until the 14-day quarantine period has been completed: 

https://www.gov.bm/articles/self-quarantine-required-arriving-passengers-17-march-2020 

We understand the anxiety that uncertainty and the unknown brings, especially for our very 

sensitive students, and would like to assure parents that the school is working assiduously 

to provide our children with the stability, routines, and reassurance that is required during 

this turbulent time. Please note the following link to advice for helping children cope with 

stress during this time: www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/helping-children-

cope-with-stress-print.pdf?sfvrsn=f3a063ff_2 

 

As shared in previous communications, we ask that you please keep your child at home 

if he/she is unwell, and especially alert your family physician, if your child or other family 

member exhibits symptoms of fever, cough, or experiences breathing difficulties. 

 

We will continue to monitor local and international health advisories, prepare strategies to 

mitigate the potential threat to and the impact of COVID-19 on our school community, and 

will update you, as the situation evolves. We will also monitor the level of non-attendance 

at the school over the coming days to determine its impact on our planned response. 
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As always, we thank you for your attention, cooperation and support, as we continue to 

provide a safe and healthy learning environment for our school family and staff.  

 

 

 

Be well, 

 

Carlos 

 

 


